
Beach House Mudeford Petition 

Unfortunately, not only do the Chair and Deputy Chair of the MSBHA (the resident’s association that 

represent some of the beach hut owners on the sandbank) have a problem with the general public 

sitting on the benches, they have now called for a Licensing review of our premises. 

We vehemently disagree with their assessment and need your support to help show BCP Licensing 

that their views are not representative of all users of the sandbank. 

We have been running the site for over two decades, and operating in the current set-up since 2019, 

and despite all our best efforts to hasten a rebuild, this is unlikely to happen until next year. This is in 

part due to these actions disrupting our operations. 

There has been no increase in incidents reported to us, or any other agencies, to support their claim 

that there is an increased risk to public safety. Whilst there are a lot of visitors to the sandbank, not 

all of these are our customers. Many are day trippers and hut visitors, and the popularity of the 

location is due to its natural beauty attracting visitors, rather than any increase in our operation. We 

do not view these visitors as a public nuisance, and we are impressed with how most visitors look 

after the area and treat it with respect. 

The final point, “protection of children from harm”, disappoints us most of all. We are a family 

friendly venue and always have been so. Our own children are a part of the history of the Beach 

House. We have seen generations grow up amongst the sand dunes and are proud of our reputation 

as a safe, family orientated venue. We’ve employed many children over the years and watched them 

grow up, returning each year to the holiday spot that made so many memories for themselves and 

their families, as many are now parents raising children of their own. 

We are keenly aware of our responsibilities to not just run a business, but act as a de facto guardian 

of the area. We litter pick regularly, provide shop facilities, offer Huttie discounts, and we create jobs. 

We believe that this is a special placve and that we have a responsibility to keep it so, for everyone. 

We know many Hutties disagree with the decision of the MSBHC to call for this review, and whilst 

they are organising objections from the disgruntled minority, we want to give the happy majority the 

ability to submit their views too. 

You can either write personally to the Licensing team at licensing@bcpcouncil.gov.uk to submit your 

views or fill out the form below to join our petition. 

• Email

• Name

• Address

• Please click here to confirm your support

• Any Additional Comments you’d like to make

PETITION - INCOMPLETE VERSION 
(SOME COMMENTS MISSING)

APPENDIX 8
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Name Any Additional Comments you'd like to make

Jeremy Carpenter

Jan Hinchliffe

Danielle Denison Fully support 

Lisa Goodwin 

This is not a private beach for the hut owners and everyone should be able to enjoy 

the beach   The beach hut is  cafe/ bar for everyone to use I have never seen any 

anti social behaviour when visiting I live locally  and walk there weekly throughout 

the year 

Anna Harling

John bowen

Anna Harling

Nicola Turner

The bar & restaurant is an asset to the sandpit and my husband & children regularly 

visit. 

Pauline Clubb 

We have been visiting for years and I strongly believe that the cafe has very little 

impact on the beach hut residents.

This sandbank is a popular destination and open to the public;as it should be.

This is an asset to the area.

Susan Hare

Julia Mouland 

Amy

Kieran pacifico

Charlotte Manton

Julie White 

Josie Dalli

The Beach House provides much needed sustenance for adults; children and dogs 

who come to the Hengitsbury head area to enjoy the natural beauty. Without 

them; there would inevitably be unmonitored drinking in the dunes and their care 

for the people and the place are clear to see in everything that they do.  

Emma Rogers

I spend a weekend a month in southbourne and I will always visit your spot when 

Iâ€™m at the beach. 

Jill Townsend

Sue Benson

Aissa Sargent 

The spit is for everyone not just the people who have the huts. We come for a 

walk; sometimes coffee or a drink; we get the ferry and we help keep local 

businesses thriving. Iâ€™ve never seen anyone drunk there and I used to live in 

mudeford for years. This is just blatant snobbery 

Neg

Emma burley

The benches are a credit to the area and a well used facility. They should stay and 

continue to be an asset.

Matthew Sephton 

The Beach House adds enormous value to all visitors local and from further afield 

to Mudeford Spit. I fully support their license to serve food and alcohol. It would be 

a great loss to the community if they have their license removed.

Sharon Matthews 



Sam

Beachhouse is such an amazing; family friendly; clean; tidy; well looked after venue 

that brings the spit to life. Along side providing facilities for the local residence so 

they donâ€™t need to venture off the head for supplies; it brings the community at 

the spit together to all have a good time. 

From personal experience; the Beachhouse keeps the beach safe; clean; free of 

glass as they donâ€™t allow any glass the leave the bar; their cups are all 

biodegradable keeping from affecting the environment and their team are always 

clearing up keeping the beach and site clean and tidy. 

Lisa Rice Great family venue 

Sue Morgan

Tara Sanger

Nigel Morris

Sue Dixon

Darron Pitman Many residents in bcp area use this facility its one of the few safe spaces left! 

Chris wicks

I cannot believe anyone could suggest the beach house fails in its duty to protect 

minors. It is an amazing family friendly venue

Christine Stafford 

Louise Hutchinson 

Sandra Grant 

Briony du Cros 

The beach house is a perfectly safe environment for everyone. A great asset to a 

naturally beautiful area.

Lucie Allen 

Jessica 

Robert Layburn 

Beach Hut owners May own their beach hut; but they don't own the Sandbank. The 

Beach House is a great venue for locals and visitors to the area; as well as many 

beach hut owners/users. It has operated successfully and responsibly for many 

years. 

Alex payne

Samuel matthews

Laura Cruickshank 

Disappointed that a local business that only enhances a beautiful spot is being 

subjected to this witch hunt! 

Gemma Pennington

Agnieszka 

Pamela Spedding The beach house is an asset to the spit and should be protected at all costs. 

Louise Sanger One of my favourite places to go 

Joanne Grat



Wendy Cowan

I am a frequent walker and visitor to the Sandbank; and customer of the Beach 

House.  The venue provide a very welcome and valuable service to all members of 

the public; and hut dwellers; and particularly welcome four legged friends and 

families.  They operate in a creative and sustainable way; and to be honest under 

challenging location and logistical conditions.

With the access to the Sandbank being limited to walking and in the winter months 

only weekends supported by the ferry; we need to get behind these businesses in 

these challenging economic times.

The continuation of their licence is critical so that they can continue offering their 

welcome hospitality.  

I have already commented on the provision of benches; which is a very welcome 

facility and supports the demographic and diversity needs of the community. 

Bernie Layburn 

Gregg Gorman

Alex

Illeana Welford

Brenda Forbes

Sophie 

We have been  visiting the beach house for over a decade and love stopping here. 

The benches are an important part of visiting allowing us to sit outside enjoying the 

view while having refreshments.

Barbara Lynch

I regularly make the journey to come to the beach house and surrounding area 

because it's absolutely stunning. Always the nicest welcome at the Beach House 

and a great addition to an amazing spot. 

Lara Dew

Sam Kendall

These are ridiculous objections and purely selfish on the part of a few privileged• 

hut owners and the hut owners group. The spit is for everyone - not just them! It's 

us locals who keep the funds coming in to the council by parking at. HH all year 

round. It's the locals who litterpick the beaches for free and report any problems. 

The beach house is a welcome site at the end of a walk and a community place to 

meet for a coffee to enjoy the views (and a glass of wine with dinner!). It provides a 

shop for beach hut renters and beach visitors during the warmer seasons and hosts 

events for people of all ages to enjoy! 

We have taken our children their when they were younger and have seen how 

much joy the Beach house brings to other people who love running/cycling along 

the head to visit!

Iâ€™m in support of the beach house and everything they do

Richard Green

Daisy Harvey

Victoria Judge

We've been visiting Mudeford Spit for many years; as boat owners; beach hut 

renters and as walkers and paddleboarders. A review of the licensing of the beach 

hut cafe is entirely unnecessary. It is a family friendly establishment and brings 

much needed facilities to visitors of this beautiful area. 

Graham Swain 

This is a fantastic facility and should be praised for the amenities it provides to 

locals and tourists alike 

Sophie

Karen Pooley This area is for ALL not just beach hut owners 



Nigel Challis

The benches are so handy for stopping by for a drink or food; when out on a walk 

over on the spit. I nice cold pint and a rest please keep them

Anna Langridge 

David Upsdell

I support their application being a regular walker runner and paddler to Mudeford 

Spit and enjoy on occasions a coffee/drink or meal stop and sometimes just a stop 

on the benches outside!

Paula Tiernan

We are local and enjoy visiting the beach house and the beautiful soundings the 

benches have never been an issue for all the years we have visited and a great to 

be able to use the bench to enjoy the views and if these were to be removed it 

could do lots of damage to a wonderful spot and stop people coming to see what a 

beautiful place it really is . 

Jane Golding

I regularly use the benches when using my paddle board from Mudeford Quay 

going over to the spit and stopping for a break on the benches without pressure to 

buy anything from the cafe. It's a lovely service to offer. Never had any issues and 

everyone takes rubbish away. 

Jo Simmonds

Polly Copleston Regular visitor.  Great place. No problems seen.

James cracknell 

When having a walk always stop off for a drink or some food. We'll run 

establishment. And a much needed venue for here. 

Graham Homer Great place and friendly 

Kate wood

John Robinson This is a public space and should be available to everyone not just the entitled few.

Victoria Nunn

Angela 

Annie Banks

We are a family that use the Beach House fairly regularly. We love the ice creams; 

drinks and pizzas. We would miss it greatly; if it wasn't there. 

Jane cribb

This business has been running on the headland for years. Sadly it's been waiting 

for permission to be passed on the new premises for a long time and in the 

meantime the business has been innovative; proactive and an asset to the area. I 

cannot understand  why credence is being given to the beach hut owners. It's 

outrageous. 

Jane Russell 

The benches are very much welcome especially for people like me that can't sit on 

the ground because of disabilities. 

Charlotte

Andy Sharples Fantastic well run family friendly venue. Nothing but a true asset to its location. 

Alex

The Beach house is an absolutely fantastic venue and is a credit to the local area. 

Perfect place for families to relax after a walk or have something to eat and drink 

visiting the area. My wife and I take our daughter frequently; she loves being able 

to play on the beach then have some lunch and a drink with a beautiful view at the 

beach house.

Lynne Payrick We visit the Beach House cafe and it is wonderful

Viki

Having been a regular visitor of over 20 years I have always enjoyed my visits to the 

Beach house and enjoyed their refreshments to purchase !! I've never seen anyone 

affected by drinking alcohol and also the staff are always clearing up any litter. All 

so respectful of the area. Please leave as it. No need for a change. 

Sandra Daykin 



Natalie Hambleton 

This is an area that attracts many visitors both day trippers; people dog walking; 

hut owners and families. I visit regularly and have done for many years. I have 

never seen any inappropriate behaviour or incidents and the beach hut cafe is a 

responsible business and who keep the area clean. I have never seen any antisocial 

behaviour in this location and it is arguably one of the cleanest beaches in our area. 

It is a family friendly location and the beach hut cafe respects  that. The business 

should be allowed to continue to operate as it has been doing for many many years 

without incident. 

Lewis Malone

I was lucky enough to grow up on Hengistbury Road and have spent my whole life 

visiting the Spit whether visiting friends with huts; walking the dog; fishing; or 

enjoying a bite to eat at The Beach House. It's always been a positive part of the 

area and somewhere that brings people together.

It seems a minority of hut owners view the Spit as their own private beach; which is 

a shame; because it's a place that should be enjoyed by people of all ages and 

backgrounds.

I've never seen any degradation of the area in fact; I'd say it's improved over the 

years. The Beach House has been a consistent and responsible part of that; offering 

a welcoming space for locals and visitors alike.

Thank you for your time;

Lewis Malone

Sadie Pretty

Ffion Don't remove the benches.

Warren Qui  

This Beach House has been an excellent  facility to the area; providing much 

needed facilities to is regular visitors and dog walkers. I see it as great ambassador 

for the area and i am always proud to point to the environment and atmosphere as 

a great example of why Dorset is a great place to bring up a family.

Natalie knights

David Slinn Wonderful venue serving patrons with great food; drinks and hospitality 

Angela Blackwell

Lau MORARU 

David Town

The beach house is an excellent family venue and has always provided a lovely 

experience  more than suitable for the beautiful environment it shares with local 

and tourist visitors alike. 

Andrew Rizza

James Smith

Caroline Radway

A wonderful family venue that provides  locals as well as visitors to the area a 

fantastic service as well as providing local jobs.  Completely shocked that a 

privileged and selfish few are trying to disrupt this operation.  We visit regularly as 

a family of 4; appreciating how welcoming and accomodating the beach house is 

for babies and young children; and when family and friends visit this a trip to the 

beach house is always the highlight; over and above many other waterside venues 

in the area.  

Nicole Pace

The beach house is an excellent establishment! My partner and I both work there; 

and we take our 4 year old daughter all the time who absolutely loves being down 

there!



Bob Garner 

This area is for everyone and not the self appointed beach hut elite; I have visited 

the Beach House two or three times a year for many years and have always found 

it a pleasure. Somewhere to sit grab a bite to eat and a drink and admire the 

beautiful scenery.

Emily-Jae Mason

Karen Utterly ridiculous behaviour by those  hut owners 

Miriam Clark I fully support the Beachhouse and find the need for this petition ridiculous 

Richard Hobbs 

Kira Slater

I support this site completely; it is an amazing place which creates such a 

community feel. I can't believe anybody would feel differently.

Caroline Slater 

I can't believe anybody would even consider being against the Beach House; me 

and my family have been coming here for years and will continue to do so for many 

more to come. 

Mark Heard

I absolutely love coming to the Beach House; it is one of the most family friendly 

places about! It's one of our favourite places in the local area and would be 

heartbroken to see it go.

Stephanie hyde

Penny Lodwick

Becky Swaine

I'm signing this because the Beach House is such a big part of what makes 

Mudeford special. It's a place where everyone's welcome ” families; locals; and 

visitors ” to enjoy the views; the food; and the relaxed atmosphere.

The team there really care about the area. They keep it clean; create local jobs; and 

help make the sandbank such a friendly; safe spot for everyone.

It would be such a shame to lose what they bring to the community. The Beach 

House makes Mudeford better” simple as that.

Ben

Ben Phillips

The Beach House is the best thing about Mudeford!!! Why would you want to 

change anything about it?!

Tom Smith Keep up the excellent work!!! Don't let the negative ******* get you down 

Emily Luck

Carley Smith

Lin Hazell

This establishment is a valuable asset to Hengistbury/Mudeford Spit. It is a family 

friendly venue which 3 generations of our family have enjoyed. 

Adrian Childs 

Sue Boardman 

Nicola Fuller

Penny Arton

Having walked out many  times  over many many years; it's always appreciated 

having a rest on a bench when you get out to the end; before the walk back along 

the road

Sophie Pickering 

Debbie Gunn

Rachel McMullen 

Rhiannon Smith Such a great venue in a wonderful location! 

Karen Carpenter 

Jennifer Mapp

Emma James

Rebecca Cooper

The Beach House is such an important place for tourism and locals. Please allow 

them to keep their seating and licence for alcohol. 



David Clark

Ellie

Hannah Slinn

I visit here several times a year; the cafe is my happy place! The staff and the 

location is just amazing. 

Julie Phillips 

Your venue is perfect; I've lived in Christchurch for 20 year's and visit you regularly;  

never seen any incidents  or rubbish  problems; your business makes people happy 

is all I can see..... Good luck 

Casey

Joanna GRAHAM 

Troy Kniveton

Katharine Humphries

It is an extremely blatant attempt by the owners of beach huts to not allow the 

public to enjoy the spit. It is not theirs; it is for everyone to enjoy. I live in 

Mudeford and it is an important part of our community. It is a long walk to get to 

the spit; or an expensive ferry. There should be a place to sit and have food / drink 

to enjoy the surroundings. It is important for the community and it is important for 

people who are less able who need a place to recharge. We have a very large 

elderly community and they will not be able to enjoy the spit if we do not have the 

cafe and a place to sit. It's abelist to remove important benches and I'm extremely 

disappointed and honestly disgusted by the beach hut owners who have requested 

this review. Simply so they can have it to themselves. I have never once seen any 

danger; or any rowdiness. 

Julian Browett

This is a great family orientated business that does much more than sell food and 

drink. I visit on average once per week and have never seen or heard off any 

disturbances or bad behaviour that could be attributed to the Beach House. 

Susan Lawrence

We have visited Hengistbury for many years. We hired a beach hut every year 

when our grandchildren were young. They are now aged 18 and 20 and have many 

happy memories. 

Our much loved dogs ashes are scattered there and we visit regularly and bring her 

flowers. Please do not let a minority of people spoil it for those who love it so 

much. The cafe and the facilities it provides adds to the loveliness to Hengistbury.

Kathy Goodaire 

Julie Phillips 

Marian forrest

Ms Jane Chapman

Michelle Roberts 

John Organ

Dear MSBHA you may rent a small area of sand on the sandbank but that does not 

give you the right to be able to dictate what facilities the cafe supplies to its 

thousands of annual visitors.  I have been coming to the area on a regular basis for 

the last sixty years.  Please do not spoil this for everybody else either your minority 

views.

Sioban Curran 

The food /drink options are so needed on the spit ; great addition to the area 

Lovely family friendly venue 

Lenieve

Evelyn Kay

Lisa Cristofoli 

A delightful and welcome venue; food and drink; essential on either a hot or cold 

day. Thankyou for being there.

Christelle Hill



Zoe evans

We should be supporting and uplifting local businesses. The beach house is an 

incredible asset to the local area and brings revenue to the area. 

John organ 

There are move visitors to the sandbank than a few owners of huts; they cannot be 

allowed to run roughshod over facilities for everyone else 

tiziano borgonovo 

Ivana Lance 

Lisa Powell

The MHBHC won't be happy until the Beach House is shut down. Disgusting 

behaviour from them. The beach house is a wonderful; family venue and should 

remain for the majority of us who love walking there each weekend and making 

the most of the beautiful area. 

Michaela beckwith 

Lou foster

Why take away something that is already working fine. We also have a child and 

I've never had a problem there 

Heather Moore

Fiona

Michelle Roberts

Charlotte Young 

Louise Powell-Hills

With so many local businesses struggling to survive; it is so sad to hear that the 

MSBHA have decided upon this course of action.  The Beach House at Mudeford 

and Sobo Beach are fabulous establishments; which we must fight for!! 

Kate whike

Such a lovely place to sit; eat or drink. Those who visit are lovely - we go most 

weekends. Please don't harm such a lovely family business.

Charlotte small 

Anne Mackrell

Tina page

Dan farmer

Malcolm Viner

As locals we regularly visit the headland and Spit for exercise and to enjoy the 

views and area. The beach cafe is a fabulous place to pause and enjoy some food 

and a drink - ideally outside if weather permits.  We appreciate the facilities/tables 

the cafe provides and a refreshing beer. There is always a friendly and relaxed 

atmosphere with families; locals and walkers.

Samantha Ferguson 

Mike Rose

Been local all my life (48 years) we take our dog and tinny (small boat) down to this 

spot all year round. The benches are brilliant! Do not remove; restrict or change 

them in any way! In fact a few more wouldn't go a miss!

Jacqueline Bodell 

I have visited The Head and the Cafe for over 25 years on a weekly basis. 

It is a lovely place and very well run. A joy to visit on either a beautiful summers 

day or a refuge in the depths of winter. There is negative impact and they should 

be supported.

Maxine cayton 



Antonella Crisante

The Beach House Mudeford has always been a welcome delight for me and my 

family and friends  to visit  (elderly and young) whenever we make a trip to the 

wonderful area that is Hengistbury Head. An opportunity to take a rest; enjoy the 

ambiance;  watch the world go by and enjoy a coffee/cake or delicious offering. 

During the summer evenings I  power walk along  to the sandbank and to see the 

welcome lights of the Beach House gives me a sense of security knowing the 

friendly staff are around and I often see them at the end of the day tirelessly 

clearing; cleaning; making sure everything around is pristine and in order for the 

next day. How lucky are we to have such a lovely place to visit in this area of local 

beauty. 

Jessica Troke

Sian Hockridge

Neil Tindle I disagree with all the points raised in the MSBHS assessment. 

Paul Williams

The Beach House Mudeford has been part of the unique ambience of Mudeford 

Spit for so long; and I've enjoyed many superb occasions with my family over the 

years. I always feel my kids are safe when we are there and the staff have always 

been so nice. I hope it continues; as I love it  

Nicola Haycock

My family and I have loved the Beach House for generations; in all its various 

guises. We are very local and spend much of our time on the Spit. Although we 

can't afford a beach hut; the Beach House provides us; and many other multi-

generational families; with a welcoming place to enjoy refreshments; meals; and 

ice creams without having to lug everything across the beach ourselves.

The Beach House plays an essential role in keeping the Spit accessible and 

enjoyable for everyone; not just for those with private huts or boats. It's one of the 

few places where local families; walkers; and visitors can relax responsibly and feel 

part of this unique coastal community.

The management has always been responsible; friendly; and mindful of the 

environment. We have never experienced noise or disruption just good food; good 

service; and a lovely community atmosphere. Losing or restricting their licence 

would have a real negative impact on ordinary local families and the inclusive 

character of the Spit.

In short; please support the renewal and continuation of the Beach House licence; 

so it can carry on serving this wonderful community respectfully and sustainably for 

generations to come.

Abigail Banfield 

S pulford

jane Dunsdon

This is one of my favourite places to visit and have rented beach huts for a 

weekends  away. Having the benches and seats are invaluable for someone who 

cannot stand for long waiting for the ferry back across the water. 

Tony &  Deena Martin 

The restaurant should have been rebuild years ago; a great feature of the  spit. 

Unpretentious and very well run. A real comunity asset. 

Emma Burnett

Deborah Shepherd

Sally Johnson

The beach house operates a friendly and well managed cafe. 

It welcomes locals and tourists. 

It's very safe for everyone to enjoy. 



 Neil Harvey

We often visit the sandbank and love sitting on the Beach House benches as a 

lovely scenic stopping point whether we are using the Beach House or not. I can't 

believe there are safety concerns and there is usually room for vehicles even and 

busy times and quite frankly people just move out of the way of vehicles 

Tiffany gallagher

Malgorzata Malinowska 

Rebecca Hetherington 

Holly y

Ian Sale

Duncan Chapmam

Eric edser

Tracy Lyon

We have been coming to Mudeford Spit for years with our children. We love the 

walk both along the beach or up over the head. Stopping for a pit stop at the Beach 

House followed by the walk back through the nature reserve. We dream of owning 

a beach hut; but they are way out of our reach. The walks and the Beach House let 

us share a little of what the beach hut owners are lucky enough to have. Please 

don't let us lose this wonderful place.

Joanne edwards 

Toby Irons

We strongly feel like the benches should stay. We as a family walk down this 

stretch many times during the year;  and having gone through major back surgery it 

is very useful to be able to rest now and again whilst taking in the sights of this 

beautiful landscape.

If you compare it to a very similar stretch of coastline just up the road â€œThe 

Sandbanks Peninsula â€œ in Poole; there are so many benches to sit on in-front of 

beach huts and in similar surroundings. The elder generation and people with 

walking disabilities would also struggle with not being able to stop and rest along 

the way.

We hope they will reconsider their decision and keep the benches/seating in 

position and if anything; include more.

Bryan Taylor This is a public space and should be preserved as such

Beau Evans-Jones

Terry Cunningham

The Beachouse is a welcome facility and it's current use and facilities constitutes no 

problem to the local community. 

Matthew Woodrow Great place to grab a cold one.  

Beth Vincent

As a local I use these premises on a very regular basis. I have no concerns for 

children; safety or general unsocial behaviour from members of the public also 

using these facilities. The area is always clean and welcoming. It would be a 

travesty  to lose such a wonderful place or be giving the choice to purchase and 

consume drinks or food. Be kind to locals I am concerned that hut owners who only 

use the area during holiday periods and pushing for change which absolutely will 

affect local people! 

Simon Hill It is a public area and the Beach House is a wonderful asset.

Emma Carpenter

Pam Morgan-Brown



Hugh Stephens

I think you need to examine the beach hut owners flagrant disregard to the rules 

rather than attack a much loved business that serves the whole community; rather 

than these self-centred shed owners;

(BCP Handbook for owners)

Use of open areas
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